
Winemaker Notes
Making a young Merlot requires a coordinated e�ort on the part of the 
vineyard sta� and the winemaker, to grow the grapes and make the 
wine with the knowledge that the wine is slated for an early release.  One 
is immediately struck with the rich, deep, purple color of the 2015 
Merlot.  There is intensity in the aromas with raspberries, cherries, 
pomegranate and plums with hints of spice and mocha cedar notes.  The 
�avors mimic the aromas with a round, medium body and good weight 
and balance on the palate.  We really love this one 
The Vineyards
For only the second time, we’ve used 100% Merlot from area known as the 
‘Estrella Triangle’ which is in the heart of the Paso Robles AVA.  The 
vineyard is sustainably farmed and is 17 years of age.  

The Vineyards

The Vintage
This is the second vintage we have worked with this same vineyard and I think 
this wine is a little richer and rounder as we get to know the vineyard better and 
also aided by a wonderful year.  Paso Robles winegrowers breathed a deep sigh 
of relief, even while the state su�ers from drought conditions and we had less 
rain than in 2014, but we had more rain through March and early April.  This 
timing was perfect as the vines came out of their winter sleep.  The drought 
may have been the cause of lower crop size, but it is helping to produce 
intensely �avorful berries with notable concentration and depth. 

The Vintage

Pairing
This Norma Jeane, is a natural with chicken, paninis, and pasta.
Pairing

Photograph
By Bruno Bernard, you see a 20-year-old Norma Jean with an eager smile and 
wide eyes, doing pinup poses with a very un-pinup expression.  This was from 
Bernard Bruno’s �rst sitting with her in 1949 and it got Norma Jeane her �rst 
studio screen test and motion picture contract.

Photograph

Grapes:  100% Merlot
Appellation:  Paso Robles AVA
Harvested:  Early September 2015
Sugar:  Dry
pH:  3.64
Total Acid:  5.9g/100ml
Alcohol:  12.5%
 

UPC:  852600004038
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